L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Political Science 3338 WA 
Comparative Federalism

Gary Munro




              Tuesday & Thursday:  10:00-11:30 a.m.

Office RB 2035
                                                                                                                   RB 1044
This course examines federalism with particular reference to Canada,  the United States, and  Australia. Topics will include fiscal federalism, upper houses, the division of power, and attempts to accommodate linguistic and ethnic diversity in countries such as Switzerland, Spain, Belgium and India.

Texts: 

Ronald L. Watts Comparing Federal Systems 2nd ed. 

Requirements:




Essay


50%
Due: March 7, 2006




Final 


50%
Outline

January 3

Introduction




Readings: Watts ch. 1

January 10

Overview




Readings: Watts ch 2

January 17
 
the Distribution of Powers




Readings: Watts ch 3

January 24

Finances




Readings: Watts ch 4

January 31

centralization 




Readings: Watts ch 8

February 7

flexibility, and adjustment




Readings: Watts ch 5

February 14

symmetry and asymmetry



 
Readings: Watts ch 6,7

February 20-24 

Study Break

February 28

representative institutions




Readings: Watts ch 9

MARCH 7

Judicial review, bills of rights




Readings: Watts ch 10

March 
14

The Pathology of Federations




Readings: Watts ch 11

March 21

secession

March 28

Canada  in comparative perspective 




Readings: Watts ch 12

